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(These troops arrived, in fact, on the 27th, and more troops
passed through Guernica that day and the next, retiring
towards the Iron Belt, The Nationalists entered on the
spth.) Two battalions of troops were living in a vacated
convent near the town, and there were arms and munition
factories in the neighbourhood. The Nationalists had
every right to bomb, burn, or otherwise destroy a vital
military objective five miles from their front line, and if
any civilians suffered it was the fortune of war, or the
fault of the Republicans for not evacuating them. They
could not expect to be immune from air attack in
Guernica.

Guernica was certainly bombed by the Nationalists, but
it was also dynamited and burned down by the Anarchists,
and then used for propaganda purposes. The Basque
President, Sefior Aguirre, gave himself away when he
wrote to the newspapers: " They have sought to wound
us in the tenderest part of our feelings as patriots, showing
once again what the Basque race has to hope for from
those who do not hesitate to destroy even the sanctuary
wherein are enshrined the centuries of our free democracy.
.... The German planes reduced the Holy City of the
Basques to ashes/'

Now Guernica was not reduced to ashes. Neither the
Sanctuary nor the Tree of Guernica was damaged* Less
than 100 people were killed, and about 50 houses were
destroyed. This has been fully proven by the official
enquiry of the Nationalists.* It has been proven, also,
that at eight o'clock at night, when the bombing was
over, less than a quarter of the town was burning, that no
effort to extinguish the fire was made, or permitted, by
the militia, or by the Bilbao fire brigade, when it arrived
at 9.30 p.m., and that explosions and fires continued

* Guernica, with an introduction by Sir Arnold Wilson. Eyre
and Spottlswoode, 1938.